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WHAT IS A CRIME?

A crime is an act specifically prohibited by law, or
failure to perform an act specifically required by law,
for which punishment is prescribed (California Penal
Code section 15).

HOW ARE CRIMES COUNTED?

The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program was
inaugurated in 1930 and is administered on the national
level by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It
provides criminal statistics for use in law enforcement
administration, operation, and management. In
California, this program is administered by the
Department of Justice (DOJ).

As part of the UCR Program, law enforcement agencies
throughout the state report summary information to the
DOJ on "selected" crimes. Reported crimes are
classified by UCR definitions designed to eliminate
differences among the various states' penal code
definitions of crimes.

The crimes, selected because of seriousness,
frequency of occurrence, and the likelihood of being
reported to the police, are homicide, forcible rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft,
motor vehicle theft, and arson. These eight offenses are
known as Part | crimes. Except for larceny-theft, UCR
does not count misdemeanors and infractions.

The DOJ categorizes Part | crimes as either violent
(homicide, forcible rape, aggravated assault, and
robbery) or property (burglary, motor vehicle theft, and
larceny-theft over $400) crimes. In 2003, larceny-theft
over $400 was added to the property crime category to
give a more representative depiction of crime in
California and to correlate more closely to national data
presentation. Note that since these data have only
been available since 1983, property crime totals
(number and rate per 100,000 population) from 1983 to
2003 have been adjusted accordingly. Therefore,
property crime data presented in this report will differ
from data published previously, and the reader is
cautioned against making comparisons with previous
publications.
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The UCR Program accounts for Part | crimes only;
however, some Part | crimes go undetected and
therefore unreported. This, along with the hierarchy rule,
accounts for a certain amount of underreporting in the
system. Most crimes occur singly as opposed to more
than one crime being committed within the same
incident. The hierarchy rule assigns a value to each
crime and requires that only the single most serious
offense be reported. For example, if a person were to
enter a bar, rob eight patrons, and kill the bartender,
only the homicide would be reported. Arson is the
exception. Since arson frequently occurs in conjunction
with other crimes, it is felt that valuable information
could be lost using the hierarchy rule. Therefore, arson
is counted along with the other most serious offense.

WHAT IS A RATE?

A rate describes the number of events that occur within
a given population. Crime rates and clearance rates are
used in this section. Formulas for calculating both can
be found in Appendix 2. Note that use of the California
Crime Index has been suspended until a new national
crime index is established by the FBI.

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE UCR PROGRAM?

Since its inception in 1930, UCR has become a
nationwide program. All California law enforcement
agencies participate. Quality-control surveys conducted
by the DOJ staff have shown a high level of compliance
with UCR reporting standards. The number of
participants and the amount and quality of data
collected under the stringent rules of the system make
UCR a valuable program. In California, because of the
high quality of its law enforcement agencies and their
close cooperation with the DOJ, UCR data are, and
have been for many years, an extremely good indicator
of the extent of, and fluctuation in, crimes reported to
law enforcement.


http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/appn.pdf

CRIME TRENDS, 1983-2003

CRIMEIN CALIFORNIA, 1983-2003
By Category
Rate per 100,000 Population
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Data depicting crime in California have been published
continuously for 51 years. The first "Crime in California"
publication was issued in 1953 and reported data for the
1952 calendaryear.

Comparing 1983 to 2003:

B Theviolentcrime rate decreased 26.6 percent
(from 775.6t0 569.4).

B The property crime rate decreased 39.1 percent
(from 3,166.1t01,928.9).

The violent crime rate was on a general increase from
1983 to 1992, when it peaked at 1,103.9. Since then, the
rate has seen annual decreases, dropping a total of 48.4
percent, including a 3.4 percent decrease from 2002 to
2003. The 2003 rate of 569.4 is the lowest since the 1973
rate of 558.3.

Since 1983, the property crime rate has fluctuated, with a
peak of 3,332.4 seen in 1989. The rate then declined each
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year, with the exception of a slight increase in 1991,
before reaching a low of 1,649.8 in 1999. The rate has
seen annual increases since that time, including a 2.0
percentincrease from 2002 to 2003. Note that larceny-
theft over $400 was added to the property crime category
in 2003 to give a more representative depiction of crime in
California and to correlate more closely to national data
presentation. These data are only available since 1983,
hence the chart shown above.

Since 1983, there have been many changes in laws and
data collection procedures. For instance, in 1986
legislation was enacted that required reporting domestic
violence as criminal conduct. As a result, the aggravated
assault rate increased over 35 percentin one year. These
types of changes should be considered when comparing
data.

Note that use of the California Crime Index has been
suspended until a new national crime index is

established by the FBI.
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/1.pdf

CRIME IN CALIFORNIA, 1998-2003
Violent and Property Crimes by Number
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VIOLENT CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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VIOLENT CRIMES, 2003
By Crime
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/1.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/3a4.pdf

HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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HOMICIDE CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Weapon Used
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!personal weapons include hands, feet, etc.
Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of rounding.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/3a4.pdf

FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 1998-2003
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FORCIBLE RAPE CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Rape
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/5a6.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/5a6.pdf

ROBBERY CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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ROBBERY CRIMES, 2003
By Location

BANK OTHER
2.2% 19.7%

=

RESIDENT
8.4%
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Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of rounding.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/5a6.pdf

ROBBERY CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Robbery and Type of Weapon if Armed
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/5a6.pdf

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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AGGRAVATED ASSAULT CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Weapon Used
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/7a8.pdf

PROPERTY CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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PROPERTY CRIMES, 2003
By Crime
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Note: Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of rounding.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/1.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/3a4.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/appn.pdf

BURGLARY CRIMES, 1998-2003

Rate per 100,000 Population
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BURGLARY CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Burglary and Type of Entry
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/7a8.pdf

BURGLARY CRIMES, 2003
By Location
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BURGLARY CRIMES, 2003
By Time of Day
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/7a8.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/7a8.pdf

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Vehicle
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/9a10.pdf

LARCENY-THEFT CRIMES, 1998-2003
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LARCENY-THEFT CRIMES, 2003
By Value Category of Loss
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/11a12.pdf

LARCENY-THEFT CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Larceny-Theft
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/11a12.pdf

VALUE OF STOLEN PROPERTY, 2003
By Type
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Source: Table 12.
Note: Dollar values are rounded to the nearest ten thousand.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/11a12.pdf

VALUE OF STOLEN AND RECOVERED
PROPERTY, 1998-2003
In Thousands of Dollars
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VALUE OF RECOVERED PROPERTY, 2003
By Type
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/11a12.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/11a12.pdf

ARSON CRIMES, 1998-2003
Rate per 100,000 Population
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ARSON CRIMES, 2003
By Type of Property Targeted
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Source: Table 14.
Note:  Property type is determined by the point of origin of a fire.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/2.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/14.pdf

ARSON CRIMES, 2003
By Value of Property Damage
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Notes: Property type is determined by the point of origin of a fire.
Dollar values are rounded to the nearest thousand.
Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of rounding.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/14.pdf

CRIME IN CALIFORNIA, 1998-2003
Clearance Rate by Crime Category
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Note: In 2003, larceny-theft over $400 was added to the property crime
category to give a more representative depiction of crime in California.
However, since clearance data are not collected for this offense, total
property crime clearances and clearance rates are unavailable.
These data will be reported in the future as they become available.



http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/15.pdf

CRIME IN CALIFORNIA, 2003
Clearance Rate by Crime
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http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/ar1.pdf
http://ag.ca.gov/cjsc/publications/candd/cd03/tabs/15.pdf
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